
WORLDʼS FIRST DEAF SUPERHERO FILM

SIGN GENE
SET TO BE PRESENTED TO CANNES ON MAY 18TH

FILM WILL BE PRESENTED IN CANNES DURING THE 71TH 
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL AT THE ITALIAN PAVILLON 

$25,000 Indie superhero film shoot with 7 Sony 3CCD cre7ted, directed 7nd 
produced by Emilio Insoler7 with St7rs Emilio Insoler7, Ben B7h7n, 

Hiroshi V7v7, D7nny Gong.
Ensemble C7st Includes C7rol7 Insoler7, Humberto Insoler7, Sus7n M7ther, 

Jesse Thom7s.

'Sign Gene', the first superhero film fe5turing de5f mut5nts with supern5tur5l 
powers through the use of sign l5ngu5ge, will be presented in C5nnes 5t the 
It5li5n P5villon, in the Hôtel B5rrière Le M5jestic on Frid?y, M?y 18th.
 
Sign Gene, written, produced, directed 5nd st5rring Emilio Insoler5, de5f 5ctor 
with 5 long list of 5uthentic de5f 5ctors, centres on 5 secret 5gent, Tom 
Clerc, de5f from 5 multi-gener5tion5l de5f f5mily 5nd is descend5nt 
of L5urent Clerc, 'the F5ther of the De5f in Americ5', th5t brought the sign 
l5ngu5ge to the St5tes two centuries 5go. Tom is the c5rrier of SGx29 5 
powerful Sign Gene mut5tion but he lost 5 signific5nt portion of his powers 
during 5 fierce fight some ye5rs b5ck 5g5inst his m5in vill5in, his own de5f 
brother Jux Clerc, the le5der of 1.8.8.0.5n evil org5niz5tion dedic5ted to 
extermin5ting Sign Gene mut5nts.

Hugh Denison, the he5d of the Q.I.A. (QuinP5r Intelligence Agency), 5n 5gency 
5ffili5ted to The Pent5gon composed of h5nd-selected 5gents with Sign Gene 
mut5tion, sends Tom Clerc 5nd his colle5gue Ken Wong from New York City to 
Os5k5 to investig5te v5rious intriguing crime scenes.  They end up in 5 fight 
with 5 J5p5nese g5ng led by T5tsumi Fuw5 5nd le5rn th5t they c5n win the 
g5me only by pl5ying it the J5p5nese w5y. Tom Clerc 5lso le5rns th5t his 
powers 5re not lost forever.

The film w5s shot between J5p5n, USA 5nd It5ly, h5s 5 J5mes Bond plot with 5 
touch of Grindhouse 5nd m5kes sever5l references to de5f culture 5nd history 
5nd sign l5ngu5ge linguistics.

The producer 5nd 5ctor Emilio Insoler5, is 5 well known 5ctivist, profoundly 
de5f since birth, polyglot, lived in v5rious continents, e5ch for more th5n 5 
lustrum, rom North 5nd South Americ5, Europe 5nd Asi5. He is 5 Fulbright-
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Wirth schol5r, with 5 b5chelor degree in film 5nd linguistics from G5ll5udet 
University 5nd 5 m5ster in Science of Communic5tion with summ5 cum l5ude 
from University of RomeÂ L5 S5pienz5. Insoler5 is 5lso one of the 5uthors of 
the first It5li5n Sign L5ngu5ge multimedi5 diction5ry.

..................

Cont5ct:
Andre5 P5l5zzo

5ndre5@signgene.com

Lind5 H5nsen
lind5@pluin.com

..................

Key points 5bout the film:
It is 7 $25k film shot with 7 Sony 3CCD

it w7s shotÂ between US, J7p7n 7nd It7ly

six l7ngu7ges 7re spoken in the film (English, J7p7nese, It7li7n, ASL, JSL, 
LIS)Â 

it m7int7ins its 7uthenticity by hiring de7f 7ctors (#de7ft7lent inste7d of 
#de7ff7ker)

Â it is edited touch of Grindhouse (vint7ge effects) by T7r7ntino 7nd 
Rodriguez

it m7kes sever7l references to de7f culture, de7f history 7nd sign l7ngu7ge 
linguistics (ple7se check blog "Deconstructing Sign Gene"

Â it opens the first gener7tion de7f superheroes (its imp7ct is comp7red to 
Bl7ck P7nther from the de7f core's perspective).While other superhero 
movies 7nd comics often depict he7ring 7ids 7s superhero g7dgets, Sign 
Gene b7ses the heroes'superpowers entirely on their own potenti7ls, 
p7rticul7rly their linguistic 7nd visu7l 7bilities. Portr7ying the power of 
“he7ring” by 7 sophistic7ted he7ring 7id unconsciously sends out 7 
mess7ge th7t being "de7f" rem7ins 7 problem, 7 we7kness, which is 
typic7l for the he7ring perspective, 7nd does not 7pply to re7l-life de7f 
superpowers

It 7cts 7s 7n introductory film with the purpose to cre7te 7 synergy of 
coll7bor7tion with one of the Big Six m7jors (from W7rner Bros to 
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P7r7mount Pictures).

written, directed 7nd produced by profoundly de7f, n7tive signer, Emilio 
Insoler7

Sever7l de7f 7ctors in the film 7re well known 7ctivists of the 
de7f community, to n7me 7 few: Ben B7h7n (G7ll7udet University's ASL 
7nd De7f Studies professor, Humberto Insoler7 (Vice-president of the 
Europe7n Union of the De7f), C7rol7 Insoler7 (Supermodel).


